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How to use your eReader to enjoy eBooks through OverDrive 

Provided by the Vicksburg District Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Checking out eBooks Through OverDrive 
1. On your computer or laptop, go to Amazon.com. Sign into your Amazon ac-

count if you are not already logged on. Leave this window/tab open. 
 

2. Once signed in, open a new tab on your browser (Ctrl + T) and go to our Over-
Drive catalog at:  http://smdl.lib.overdrive.com/ 
 

3. In the middle of the menu bar at top of the Southwest Michigan Digital Li-
brary, click My Account. Select Vicksburg District Library as your library then 
enter your library card number without spaces to log in. You are now ready to 
browse for eBooks! 
 

5. To quick browse for Kindle eBooks, on the left menu you can click the “Now 
Available Kindle” graphic link, or scroll down further to click and View All 
eBooks. Look for titles that have a Kindle graphic. 
 

6. If the eBook has a copy available, click Add to cart. You can continue brows-
ing, or Proceed to Checkout. On the next screen, click Confirm Check Out, 
then Get for Kindle. This will automatically redirect you to your Amazon.com 
account that you logged in to at step 1. 
 

7. On Amazon, you will see a picture of your eBook. To the right, click to Get 
Library Book.  
 

8. Click Download now to download the file to your computer. When prompted, 
select Save. Make note of where on your computer the file saves to.  

You’ll need: 

Kindle 

USB cable 

Computer/Laptop with internet 
connection 

Wi-Fi connection 

Your library card 

You should already have: 

an email address 

an account with Amazon.com 

registered your Kindle with your 
Amazon.com account 

Transferring eBooks to your Kindle 
Once you have downloaded your eBook to your computer from Amazon, you will 
need to transfer the file to your Kindle. 
 
1. Connect your Kindle to your computer or laptop using Kindle’s USB cable. If 

prompted, select Open to view files to view the folders in your Kindle. Keep 
this window open.  
 

2. Using Windows Explorer to view your files and folders, locate where your 
eBook has been downloaded. You won’t want to open the eBook file 
(extension .azw) on your computer but you do want to view it. 
 

3. Line up the two windows side by side. Click and hold the eBook icon from 
your computer and drag it over to “drop” it into the documents folder on the 
Kindle. 
 

4. That’s it! Now you can disconnect your Kindle. When the Kindle syncs or re-
freshes, you’ll see your new eBook title listed and ready to read! 

 

Returning Library eBooks 
OverDrive eBooks automatically expire after 7– or 14 day lending periods. But if 
you want to return your eBook early, here’s how: 
 

1. Log in to your account on Amazon.com. At the top menu to the far right, click 
the link to view Your Digital Items.  
 

2. Inside Your Digital Items, click the link to Manage Your Kindle. A list of your 
checked out and/or purchased items will show on the screen. eBooks will be 
labeled as public library. 
 

3. Click the Actions button to bring up options. You can now click Return this 
Book. A text box will appear and ask you to confirm. Click Yes.  
 

4. A message will appear above the title to let you know the book has been suc-
cessfully returned. The page will automatically refresh and the title will disap-
pear. When you restart your Kindle it will sync with Amazon, removing the 
eBook from your Kindle. 

 

If at any time you have any questions,  
please visit or call the library at:  

269-649-1648 


